Seventeen weeks after challenge infection all birds were euthanized and necropsied. Bird A6 (red box) remained free of detectable challenge virus whereas all other birds were persistently infected. Birds A2 and A4 (blue boxes) of the vaccine group showed a moderate dilatation of the proventriculus. Uninfected cockatiels originating from the same flock as the experimental birds served as controls. Supplementary Fig. S6 . Detection of NDV-specific HAI antibodies in vaccinated canaries (experiment 3). Two groups of 13 canaries each were vaccinated either with a mixture of rNDV/CnBV-2/N and rNDV/CnBV-2/P (vaccine group) or with the parental strain rNDV-wt (control group). Plasma samples were collected at the indicated time points after vaccination and tested for the presence of NDV-specific antibodies by HAI test. Due to limited sample volumes not all birds were tested at both time points. The position of the X axis indicates the detection limit of the test. 
Supplementary

Supplementary Table S2. Microscopic lesions in tissues of CnBV-2-infected canaries (experiments 3 & 4).
Group
Birds vaccinated with rNDV and rMVA viruses expressing bornavirus proteins (vaccine group) or with rNDV-wt and MVA-wt (control group) were challenged with CnBV-2 #15864 by parenteral injection and necropsied at 15 weeks after challenge. Birds A10, B1, B8 and B11 had died or been euthanized prior to parental challenge. Cloacal swabs were collected at intervals of one to two weeks and CnBV-2 RNA was quantified by RT-qPCR (C)
All animals were euthanized at 15 weeks post infection and organ samples were collected. Viral loads were quantified by RT-qPCR. The position of the X axis indicates the detection limit of the respective test.
Only one of the six canaries (bird D5) unequivocally developed persistent infection as confirmed by seroconversion (A), shedding of viral RNA (B), and high viral loads widely distributed in organ samples (C). For three additional animals, very low amounts of viral RNA were detectable in heart or eye (C). It remains questionable, whether the virus detected in the eyes of these three birds reflects a persistent infection which is still largely restricted to the site of inoculation. Another possible explanation is a contamination of the ocular surface with dust containing sheddings of CnBV-2-infected birds housed in the same aviary.
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